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CTOR, wrter and director Janmes
Mortison's [ather was in the con

struction business, He says, “He
wils an ol Tice manager i Anchor-

age, Alaski and from the lime 1 was 14 he
always gave me jobs as a laborer on the
roaed erews building the highways through
Adaska. It wos hard work but | appreciate
my futher for doing that because from i |
certainly developed, 1 think, a strong and
valuahle work ethic,

“When [ was in my cady twenties 1 de-
cachedd o become an actor and since then ve
el all sorts of pobs as most actors Jdo
iruckdrver, waiter, lumiture strpper, Ll
scaper, all that stufl. 1 haven't b toowork o
civilian job like that for o while, 've been
Iucky enough for the past 10 years or soo
be making my living us an actor but with
VIV INg degrees ol suceess, For me space:
Above and Beyornd was by far the most
luerative apportunity 'd had,”

Afver nearly 200 years performing in
award=winning theatre productions with

MESIVIORRI

AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN

some of America’s foremost writers and
directors, James Morrison realized his
dream: having his work reach o worldwide
audience each week in Space: Above and
Beyond. As Licutenant Colonel Tyrus
Cassivs MeOQuieen, code-named Queen Six,
Wlorrison led the 58th Squudoen into bal

e ench week o delend the Earth Ll.l_'.,lil'l"d
aliens known as Chigs.

Award

Back i 1984 Randy Stone, now Z0th
Century-Fox Television's senior viee
11r|:.~.i|,I:.'||I of talent and casting. first spol
el Morrison playing “an ugly American
tyvpe™ in o stage production of B Salva-
dor, The play was particularly memaora-
Ble Tor the actor, He won not only the
Drramstogue and Los Angeles Drama Cril
s Awards For his perfermanee but also
the heart of his future wile, Riad Cialayini,
wha played o prostioue in the play, In
addeition, Morrison discovered thiat he had

]
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gamed another frend and supporier in
Suone

“He saw the lay, | think his eslimate is
35 tmes, something like thal,” sovs the
setor, “Since then he's been a supporter of
e and would bring me in 0 asdition
for things whengver be could. He happened
iy b casting Space: Above ard Beyond
and called me in, et with Glen Momaan
ungd Jumes Wong [the creators of (he se-
ries | and then had o read [or the netwark,

“In the show's pilot my chamcter his o
monologne he delivers 1o the troops in the
last third of the seript. That was my audi-
Bon prece. When | read Tor the network il
wis in o fooan Dlled with aroumnd 20-25
people. | deliversd the orders direetly into
their eyes, ns i were, so, il sor ol gave me
an alvantage, 1 think i acoually put mae in
0 position of power beconse it was as i1
renlly were their commanding officer.”

Thie network obviously was sulliciently
impressed with Morrison's commanding
presence because the actor wias oflered the
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risle of MeQueen that night. When Space
Above and Bevond first bezan, McQueen
wits o bat of an unknown guantity, Althowgh

audiences eventually get the apportumily
tes look behind the character's steely gaze
and find oul more about i, it was this
sense of mystery which first attracted
MMorrison o the role

“He's the emgnutic badass, if you will,
whi emerzes from the

and then splits.” chuckles the actor, *“This tvpe

hakes things up

of character has appeared in literature
throughout history, certuinly in more recen
genres like westerns, 've always been fasci
1 by the guy who comes down from the
pin, saves the toswn and then goes hack

TG
up the mountsin and no one ever hears from
n. He's the archetypal quiet stranges
5 T apy
about McQueen and that's what | saw first.”

1al’s W Is oy me

of few w

Meeting the Cast

Morrison travelled to Bri
Iamcl, Aoty
ew 1o film the show’s pilet but did not

bane, Cigens

lia with the rest of the cast and

:n;lu:-l'_-. micct his co-stars untl they shat the
scene with MoQueen delivening the afore
mentioned monologue, 1 wasn't a part of
the group and that was s it should have been
<ince MoQueen is their commanding officer,
So, 1 literally was a stranger.

"I think the way il

show developed was
that we became increasingzly tight-knit and
reliant on each other,
"MeCueen became a much more imtegral
part of the group. Things happen as they
had 1o happen and I"m very grateful that
MeQueen become, al times, the focal poinl
that he has

ontinues the actor,

“1 sort of think it's something they

couldn't avoid because of the character’s
:.'||L'||g||| and the Flil\‘\.il"li]“ll."‘ that existed
from the way they introduced him. As he
wenl along we saw him find out things
about himsell becaose of his relationship
r peaple, | find it much

I

with these ym

more interesting 1o watch someone dis-

cover something about himself instead of

just sitting back and having it told or shown
to me. That way, we as an audience be-
come part of the character's learning proc-
¢ss, IU's this sense of discovery, | think,
that's most interesting about McQueen,
particulardy from an acting point of view.”

Special Bond

MeQueen shares a special bond with one
particular member of the 58th Squadron,
Cooper Hawkes ({Rodney Rowland). Bodh

| :I\ MI
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he and Hawkes are what is known as In
Witros, a race of people conceived by arti-
ficial fertilization. Bred for war, they re-
main suspended in cryogenic sleep until
age 18, ar which time they are awakened
and sent into batile.

Since In Vitros are bom from parents
who have never lived they have never hal
the chance 1o benefit from a loving family
life. Unformunately, hecause of this they
rn out 1o be very poor soldiers and have
netiher a love of family nor a leeling of
patriatism for their country. In Vitros are
alzo very childlike and innocent when they
are first *born' and have trouble dealing
with their emotions and developing rela-
tionships with other people. The on-screen
bond which developed between Hawkes
and McQueen benefited both actors in
terms of fleshing out their characters,

“A lot of people have said that the rela-
ticnzship between McQueen and Cooper is
that of a father and son. [ envision it more
as when vou ses vourself in someone and
want to help them avoid the same mistakes
you made or help them arcund the pain you
crperienced. [ gwess that's a futher and son
but I think of it more a5 a mentor oc goide.,

“Take my word for it, if you do this you®ll
end up this way, I you have wo go through
this, though, I'11 be there for you. What is
that? That's & father, that’s unconditicnal
lovve, O, Tather and son.” laughs Mormson,
“They say that your personality is formed
in the first two vears of vour life based on
behaviour around you, [ wonld assume that
genetics has alot o doowith it as well, bar
male and female role models are impor-
tant in the examples they set. What do In
Witros have? Indentured servitude, military
service and the monitors in the In Vitro
facilities. We went through the leaming
process and | think that’s what was =o
great about these two characiers, We gl
too weaich them develop through their in-
teraction with each other. They couldn’
have cast a better actor than Eodney be-
cause of his natural childlike qualities,”

Cast Qualities

Marmison's paternal instincts are also
cvident when he tlks aboul the rest of the

casl. 1 came 1o love and admire each of

them because of their contributions and
dedication to the show. As you know,

The Space: Above and Beyond line-up
Actors Morgan Weisser, Lanei Chapman,
James Morrison, Joel dela Fupnte, Rodney.Rowland.and Kristen Clok

Space: Above and Bevond started out as
something much different. It began with
the tocus on the thres main characters and
became a true ensemble, so, we had o ad-
Just to that in our own ways. D think we all
nelped each other through those dark, tran-
sitional wmes and [ feel that's a ribute to
all of us working as a unit.

Looking back on Space: Above and
Beyond, one of Morrison's favourite epi-
sodes is The Angriesi Angel, In this story,
MeChieen is [orced o confront some de
mams ron the past, including the fact that
he is a grounded pilot. The episode gives
him the opportunity & climb back into the
cockpit and finally lay some of those ehosts
1o rest forever.

“This epizode has o be my fvourie
simply because it focuses so much on, 1
hesitate (o say it, me” he langhs, “When
I first read the script I felt an immense
and overwhelming sense of gratitude that
my character had been chosen o porray
a story of such personal redemprion. |
don’t mean o sound maudlin or mushy
e you Just doin't get scripts like this in
television very often.

“Another very moving story is fiver af
Steirw. This epizode is both thoughtful and
daring in that some of the ideas put forth
are about whens our faith comes from, what
deserves our faith and what gets 1t in spite
of the war that our hearts and minds are en-
sed in. [was very iouched by the episode,

“I think the writers on our show puta lot
of effort into tefling interesting stories.
Look &t the episode Who Maonftors the
Bird, a very compelling story with thres
minutes of dialogee out of 46. When has
that ever been done on television? They
ook a chance with this swil and T really
appreciate and admire them for that,

“l alse like Say with the Dead because
of what it establishes,” continues the ac-
tor. “It°s sort of a turning point for
MeChieen in terms of how he feels about
people he's allowed himself o become
close to. This is 4 man who, for many rea-
5005, hasn’t allowed bimself to be close o
anybeely for a long time. Resardless of s
prediciability or implansibility plat-wise,
i7s A well-crafted, well-wold and well-di-
recied story and Morgan Weisser [Mathan
West] iz wonderful 1n "

A Military Drama

Erespite its glitey malactic dogfights and
marauding alien menaces, Space: Above
and Beyond is. sccarding 1o its creators, o
military drama which just happens to be

SPECIAL #23

IV ZONE |




SPACE: ABOVE AND BEYOND



INnterview

sl in the fumure, Morrison is happy with
this label since he admiis 1o ot really be-
g a fan of Science Fiction on television,

“A couple of my fricnds, Ethan Phillips
and Robert Beltran, work on  Star
Trek:Vovager and [ admire the work they
do” he says CKnowing what it takes 1o
muke an hour television series of any kind,
| appreciate my fellow workers' clforts
because it°s so hard. T think what we did
o Space: Above and Bevond was a linle
bit different. We sort of became a hybrid
of a world that we can relate to today and
a Fantasy world,

“The thing that appeals 1o me, though,
andl this 15 just my epinion, are the rela-
tionships among and feclings within the
characters that they try o focus on in the
confines of a one-hour format. It just 0
happens that the story takes place 70 yvears
in the futere and 16 light years feom Earth,
But more importantly than any of that, 11°s
an exploration of the human condition,
Frankly, 1f 1t docsn’t speak to the human
conditian it's really not warth beans, 5o, |
think that is where the appeal lies.”

The actor made his professicnal début
plaving a corpse named Bartholomew
Sholw in the Alaskan Repertory Theater
production of the Sherlock Holmes adven-
fure The Sign of Four, Over the years he
has worked in numercos other plays in-
cluding Fwelithe Neghr, Rielhard IFand Julies
Caesar. He has played Brick twice in Cat
ol Hior Tin Reaf (the first time winning
his first Dramalogue Award). He was hon-
oured with another Diramalog e Awand for
s performance as an imprisoned serial
killer in Down fhe Road. His lelevision
work includes roles in Quantum Leap,
LA Law, Frasier and An Enemy of the
People.,

An aceamplished writer as well,
Morrison has penned works which have
been produced and workshopped at the
Sundance Institute, The Ensemble Studio
Theater, The Plavwright’s Center and the
MET Theater. His first play fafe Wheels
opened in February 1996 at the Road
Theater in Burbank, Califomia. He recently
wrote and directed the short film Farking,
prodeced by his wife Riad. [t has been
screened al the Palm Springs International
Film Festival and Slamdance where if re-
cerved the Audience Cholee Award for besi
short film.

“Parking started from a short play that [
wrote when | was a member of the Los
Angeles Playwright's Group. [2's bused on
an experience my wife and [ had in a
crowded parking sarage where someone

parked behind vs and tapped ws in our
spaece, After 35 minutes the person finally
showed upand | launched imto & 20 mono-
logue, The film is an examination of urban
etiquette and the cement-and-sieel bellig

erence of humiliated restosterone i o ur-
ban parking structure — all in 10 minutes
and 36 seconds.”

Whether he is working in front of or be-
himd the camera, Morrison is concerned
with concentrating on the collaborative
effort it takes between cast and crow to get
the job done, For him this is the mosten-
Jovable part of warking as an actor, wriler
or director.

‘.'L- -

“The more 1 worked on Space: Above
and Bevond the more | realized how Tor-
tunate we all were to be working with peo-
ple who appreciated this Kind of synergy,”
mises the acter, “I°s apparent when you
work with someone who thinks they cun
oy 1L without the rest of the cast or the rest
ol the creative force. It's a much maore
pleasurable expenence (o work with peo-
ple who are willing 1o collaborate, [ say
“Steal my wdeas and len me steal vours. Then
we can all take credit for the final prod-
uet” T find that to be the most rewirding
thing abeurt (his business,”

Steven Erama

Lt Colonel Tyrus Cassius McQueen, code-named Queen Six
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